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COM 2650  
Mult imedia Sports Report ing 

Appalachian State University/ Spring 2019 
 
MWF, 1-2 p.m., Walker Hall 148 
 
Gregory Perreault ,  Ph.D. 
Office Hours: MF 9 a.m.- 11 a.m.; M noon- 1 p.m. by appt only. 
Office: Walker Hall 245 
Email: perreaultgp@appstate.edu 
 
Instructional Assistant:  Gray Salter, A Game Anchor 
Emai l : salterga@appstate.edu 
 
I .  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Sports media professionals include a big tent of media savvy people with similar skills: 
bloggers, television reporters, print/online reporters and in-house media for sports teams. 
Sports media benefits from the rare luxury of getting to see events that most people have 
to pay to see. And they get to see some amazing games and meet amazing people, but 
they have to work for it.  
 
On Friday nights and weekends, while their friends are out, they are at work. They are on 
the sidelines trying to track statistics. In locker rooms, they’re pushing their way in-
between microphones and cameras to try to get that killer quote from the running back. 
They are sitting on hard bleachers trying to pound out a story on a laptop that’s older than 
it should be. They’re crammed in a press box trying to feed the ever-hungry beast that is 
social media. Throughout all of this, they have to produce excellent content for multiple 
platforms on deadline for an audience that wants the information before you’ve even 
gathered it. 
 
In this class, you’ll learn how they do it. In this class, you will do what they do. You will 
cover games, you will write sports profiles and you will have to learn to do so using 
multimedia. There will a learning curve for you. There will be tight deadlines. But this could 
be where you find out if sports media is for you.  
 
Who knows? You might find that all of this is fun. And it could be that, as one colleague 
once told me, that if you work in sports media, “you never work a day in your life.”  
 
This is a production class. Every bit of what we do in class will be in partnership with A 
Game, AppTV’s sports news program and The Appalachian. The good news is that you are 
going to get real world experience doing that. The bad news? You’ll have to work for it.  
 
The successful student will, upon completion of this class: 
 
• Understand the basic style and form in written coverage of sports events. 
• Identify and access sources vital to good sports reporting. 
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• Be able to conduct interviews in a variety of settings, from sidelines to press 
conferences to locker rooms. 

• Understand the concept of a second-day story angle and apply it to sports events 
and breaking news. 

• Report informed and educated blogs that shed new light on a news-making topic or 
person in sports. 

• Cover a sports event on deadline, using multiple platforms, including social media, 
infographics, photos and video. 

•  Be able to produce every element of event coverage, from advances to running 
game stories to follows. 
• Find, report and write a timely and interesting sports profile. 
• Understand the basics of conducting field production for a sports news program. 
 
Required Texts 
*Sports Media: Reporting, Producing and Planning 
 
*A Digital Subscription to The New York Times 
--Additional readings will be made available on ASULearn. 
 
Required Mobi le Appl ications  
(Prices may vary depending on platform/time—prices listed are at time of writing) 
 
-Voice Recorder Pro (Audio Recorder) iOS-Free 
-Filmic Pro (Video Recorder) iOS-$7.99  
-Camera + (Pro. Photography) iOS-$2.99 
 
I I .  MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND GRADING 
 
(1) Weekly Sports reporting: 60 percent – These stories will all be in the same 
general sports specialty, which you will choose at the beginning of the semester. You will 
produce 10 total stories, which will be posted at a set time assigned at the beginning of 
the semester. Text stories are done solo and are 500-700 words in length. A minimum of 
THREE human sources is required per story.  
 
Class written content will be submitted for consideration by The Appalachian. You will be 
expected to display source development and enterprise reporting that emerges from it. 
Class video content will be submitted for consideration by AppTV’s A Game Sports News 
Show and as such students are on a rotating schedule so that new content is continually 
being produced.  
 
This class’s primary focus is on written content for an online audience, but this class 
should also help you demonstrate your multimedia flexibility. You wi l l  be required to 
submit 3-5 photos with each story either with your own camera or with your 
phone/tablet to help illustrate the story. 
 
Written content will be assessed solely on an individual basis. The A Game Field Pieces are 
group activities and grades will be shared by all group members. That means, yes, if you 
have a teammate who sucks? You should tell them and make them step up. 
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Every piece will be submitted two places at once in order to be counted for a grade—
printed and submitted in mailbox Friday by 1 p.m. and posted in the Submission Drive for 
The A Game (field pieces) and The Appalachian (wire service stories). 
 

(A) Press Conferences (First Friday of the Month)- We will have a once a month 
press conference with App State Athletics. You should come with questions 
prepared relevant to your specialty. There are freebie interviews you can use in 
your stories. They maybe with the Athletic Director, a press person, coaches, or 
it may be different each time. In any event, these are ways to get ideas for 
stories and to build on your existing stories. Press conferences will occur the 
first Friday of the month during class time. Press conference attendance 
requires business-appropriate dress. 
 

(B) A Game Field Piece- Two of your stories during the semester will be a 1:30 
TV-news format story. You will be taught the format through class and A Game 
associated workshops. Generally, the field piece is meant to be a feature-
oriented, profile story. You will gather b-roll to intercut with the interview video. 
It will make use of lower-third titles for all speakers. You will also supply a 
transition script for the A Game anchor. This will be done as a part of reporting 
team. These will be submitted for consideration on A Game. These segments 
will be edited using software of the students choice, but will require acceptable 
visual composition, audio clarity, newsworthiness, and lower-third names/titles. 
Video Interviews will replace the story requirement for that week.  
 

(C) EXTRA CREDIT- Studio Production Assistance for A Game 
 
Each week, A Game will require assistance for a wide variety of tasks in studio. 
Want extra credit? Get in the studio and help wherever you can. At the end of 
the semester, the A Game Executive Producer, Lucas Rustrian, will review any 
participation from the class and identify the help provided. The course 
instructor will grant extra credit up to, but not exceeding, one weekly story.  

 
Pitch Requirement- All stories are required to be “pitched” and submitted via Google 
Drive. This drive is shared with AppTV’s A Game and this is where content for the class 
will be examined for consideration on the show. That said, grade of your work is 
dependent on your instructor’s evaluation of your work, not on its publication status. 
 
Every week, you will turn your pitches in via Google Drive by Sunday at 10 p.m. and you 
will submit your completed and self-edited stories on the date assigned to you by your 
instructor and/or A Game staff. Each Monday, A Game Anchor Gray Salter and 
occasionally your instructor will moderate the pitch meeting and assign stories as needed. 
 
(3) Current Event knowledge bui lding (Quizzes,  Discussion, and Blogging):  
10 percent – You will be required to read the New York Times every day, having already 
read it. In particular, you should plan to focus on the News and Sports sections (obviously).  
 
You should be prepared to talk each class about relevant articles in the news related to 
your specialty (most often discussion classes will be Wednesday). You should have enough 
remarks for approximately 5 minutes.  
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We will have occasional current events quizzes (at the instructors discretion). This is a 
journalism class. As such, you will be expected to take notes for lecture and guest lectures. 
As such, you will also be quizzed on the week’s readings, lectures and guest lectures. 
Missed quizzes may not be made up. 
 
(4) Sports Media Portfol io- 20 percent – All reporting and assignments will be 
posted on your personal blog. Toward the end of the course you will work this blog into a 
portfolio that features the best of your work up to this point in your career. It will need to 
include (1) at least five professional pieces that display your strengths, (2) an array of 
additional pieces that display traditional and mobile multimedia acumen, and (3) a well-
designed resume. 
 
(5) Class part icipation: 10 percent – Includes your attendance and participation. 
Your out-of-class contact with the professor and teammates may also be considered as 
well as participation with A Game and in Friday press conferences. 
 
* Missed deadl ines 
Because deadlines are an integral part of journalism, we will stress deadlines. 
 

- If you miss class, you cannot make up in-class assignments, e.g. deadline writing assignments, 
quizzes. With a documented medical or family emergency, you may be allowed to make up an 
in-class assignment. 
 
- No out-of-class late assignments will be accepted unless you have a documented medical or 
family emergency. I will expect an official note in those cases and reserve the right to reduce 
the assignment one letter grade for each day the assignment is late. If you attend a funeral 
during the semester for a relative, please understand that I will require a funeral program. 
 
- Successful professional behavior requires not only high-quality work but also communication. I 
need to know your circumstances, so you cannot expect me to understand your situation 
without adequate and timely communication. 

 
* Rubric for News Writ ing assignments 
Writing assignments will be graded by journalistic publication standards. Your grade will be 
assigned based on the amount of work that would be required by a copy editor to prepare it for 
publication.  This will be assessed by your instructor. 
 
An “A” grade indicates that a story is nearly publication ready. That is there will be little or no AP 
style errors, littler or no grammatical errors, is structurally sound and has a compelling lede. A copy 
editor could likely prepare such a story for publication in 10 minutes or less.  
 
A “B” grade indicates that a story does contain AP Style errors, and grammar errors, and even 
some slight structural problems. The lede might need some work but the basic idea can be 
adapted. A copy editor could likely prepare such a story for publication in 20 minutes or less.  
 
A “C” grade indicates significant structural problems that would require reworking the story. There 
may also be a hole in the story that would require some quick additional research.  
 
A “D” or below indicates a story that simply does not work in its’ current form. It would require 
significant additional reporting and perhaps rethinking the idea of the story as a whole. It does not 
make a clear case for any news values.  
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* Check Your Emai l !  This is journalism. News happens. Be vigilant for changes in class 
assignments. 
 
* Quest ions regarding ass ignments .  If you have a question regarding the grade on an 
assignment, per department of communication policy, you have one week from when it appears on 
ASULearn to inquire about it during office hours. At which point, the assignments grade will no 
longer be able to be discussed. Please pay attention to your ASULearn. 
 
In al l  types of reporting,  students should mind the SPJ Code of Ethics and 
avoid confl ict on interest .  That is ,  no interviewing boyfriends, gir l fr iends, 
roommates, pets,  fraternity brothers,  fel low World of Warcraft gui ld 
members,  c lassmates,  etc.  
 
 
I I I .  COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to change) 
Week Of/Topic Lectures Assignments/Exams 
Week 1: Jan. 14 
Sports and Story 

Introduction/ Why Sports ? -Beat and Source List 
Due Friday at 1 p.m. 
 

Week 2: Jan. 21 
Why Sports? 
(NO CLASS MONDAY) 

“How to Thrive/Survive Sports 
Reporting” 

PRESS CONFERENCE Jan. 
25th at 1 p.m. 
 
-Ten Story Ideas Due Friday 
(Jan. 25) at 1 p.m. 

Week 3: Jan. 28 
 

Revisiting Inverted Pyramid/ 
Phone Interviews 

Story 1 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 4: Feb. 4 
 

Photojournalism for Sports/ 
Photo field practice &  
Current Events (Quiz, Discussion) 

Story 2 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 5: Feb. 11 Video Basics 101 & Video field 
practice / Current Events (Quiz, 
Discussion) 

Story 3 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 6: Feb. 18 
 

Video field practice/ Current 
Events (Quiz, Discussion) 

PRESS CONFERENCE 
February 22nd at 1 p.m. 
 
Story 4 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 7: Feb. 25 
 

The Level of Abstraction/ Current 
Events (Quiz, Discussion) 

Story 5 Due Friday at 1 pm. 



Sports Reporting  Spring 2019       Fall 
 

6 

                          
Week 8: March 11 
 

Sports Reporting 
for Different 
Media/ Current 
Events (Quiz, 
Discussion) 

 

Week 9: March 18 
 

History of Sports 
Reporting/ 
Current Events 
(Quiz, Discussion) 
 

Story 6 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 10: March 25 Sports Media and 
Journalism 
Theory / Current 
Events (Quiz, 
Discussion) 

PRESS CONFERENCE March 29th at 1 p.m. 
 
Story 7 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 10: Apri l  1 
 

Structural Bias in 
Sports  

Story 8 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 11: Apri l  8 
 

Reporting Game 
Stories 

Story 9 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 12: Apri l  15 
 

Resumes Story 10 Due Friday at 1 pm. 

Week 13: Apri l  22 
NO CLASS MONDAY 

TBA TBA 

Week 14: Apri l  29 
STOP DAY IS THURDAY 

Last Lecture  

Week 15: May 6 
 

 FINAL EXAM PERIOD: 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday. May 8th.  

 
IV. CLASS CONDUCT 
There are no excused or unexcused absences. You get three absences. Each subsequent 
absence will result in a 10 percent reduction in class participation. You are responsible for 
whatever content you missed when you were absent. 
 
Professional ism and Courtesy 
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Yes, this is primarily a lab class, so we intend to promote as much discussion as possible. 
We may discuss thorny issues from time to time. Because reasonable people can and do 
disagree about many aspects of journalism’s role and function in society, it is imperative 
that we follow one important guideline for discussion: Everyone must respect the rights of 
others to speak. You are encouraged to comment, question, or critique an idea but you are 
not to attack an individual. This holds for online discussion as well as the lectures. Please 
consider that sarcasm and humor can be misconstrued in online interactions and generate 
unintended disruptions. 
I have very little tolerance for rude behavior. If I feel you are disruption to the class and to 
class discussion, I will not hesitate to drop you from the class.  
Also, when you attend lecture you are agreeing to adhere to three steadfast rules:  
1) Get to class on time  
2) Pack up your bags to leave only when you are instructed to do so  
3) Turn OFF your cell phone before class begins.  

Ethics 
The role of a journalist is to tell the truth, act independently and minimize harm. As such, 
journalism students are expected to read and comply with with the highest ethical 
standards. Though various codes have slight differences – you will find they are all based 
in the same values. Please review the codes for the following news organizations: Society 
of Professional Journalists, Radio, Television, Digital News Association and National Press 
Photographers Association. 

As a student at this school, you are held to a strict standard of being able to adapt to 
different newsroom environments and learning the policies of that work environment. 

If you ever have a question about an ethical standard, get in touch with your instructor as 
soon as possible. 

SPJ Code of Ethics 
RTDNA Code of Ethics 
NPPA Code of Ethics 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense that not only comprises your personal integrity, 
but the integrity of Appalachian State and your fellow classmates. Academic dishonesty 
includes plagiarism, lying, copying, cutting and pasting without attribution, failing to 
attribute sources, cheating during exams or other assignments, multiple submissions of 
the same material in different courses, assisting others in violating the code, signing 
someone else’s name on the attendance sheet, use of unauthorized study aids, and 
falsifying any university document. Any offense will be taken extremely seriously. The 
academic dishonesty policy can be found in the university catalog. One of the most 
common violations is plagiarism, is defined as: 

“Plagiarism is intentionally or knowingly presenting words, ideas or work of others 
as one's own work. Plagiarism includes copying homework, copying lab reports, 
copying computer programs, using a work or portion of a work written or created 
by another but not crediting the source, using one's own work completed in a 
previous class for credit in another class without permission, paraphrasing 
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another's work without giving credit, and borrowing or using ideas without giving 
credit.” 

REAL TALK: You are all journalism students so the above ^^^^ will be a fireable offense 
in your careers. True story—I’ve had a journalism students use the exact same story in this 
class as in others as an original work. Let me be clear: THAT IS NOT OKAY. I will hunt you 
down and send you to academic affairs with the passionate fire of a thousand suns. When 
in doubt, it is in your best interests to check with me first. 

 Academic Integrity Code 

I. Appalachian State University’s Academic Integrity Code is designed to create an 
atmosphere of trust, respect, fairness, honesty, and responsibility. The Academic 
Integrity Code outlines “user-friendly” procedures and mechanisms for resolving 
alleged violations of academic integrity. The Academic Integrity Code is the 
result of cooperation among Appalachian’s faculty, students, and administrators, 
and promotes a campus dialogue about academic integrity. All members of the 
Appalachian State University community are responsible for promoting an 
ethical learning environment. 

II. The Academic Integrity Code Students attending Appalachian State 
University agree to abide by the following Code: 

◦             Students will not lie, cheat, or steal to gain academic advantage. 
◦             Students will oppose every instance of academic dishonesty. 

Classroom Misconduct 
When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting or collaboration, consult with your 
instructor. For closed-book exams and exercises, academic misconduct includes 
conferring with other class members, copying or reading someone else’s test and using 
notes and materials without prior permission of the instructor. For open-book exams and 
exercises, academic misconduct includes copying or reading someone else’s work. 

Classroom misconduct includes forgery of class attendance; obstruction or disruption of 
teaching, including late arrival or early departure; failure to turn off cellular telephones 
leading to disruption of teaching; playing games or surfing the Internet on laptop 
computers unless instructed to do so; physical abuse or safety threats; theft; property 
damage; disruptive, lewd or obscene conduct; abuse of computer time; repeated failure to 
attend class when attendance is required; and repeated failure to participate or respond in 
class when class participation is required. 

IMPORTANT: Entering a classroom late or leaving a classroom before the end of the 
period can be extremely disruptive behavior. 

Inclement Weather Pol icy 
If the university is closed for inclement weather, a video lecture may be given. You will be 
responsible for accessing the lecture online, viewing the lecture and taking notes. I will be 
more than happy to answer any questions about the missed material as long as they are 
asked in a timely manner. 

Professional Standards and Ethics 
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The Department of Communication is committed to the highest standards of academic 
and professional ethics and expects its students to adhere to those standards. Students 
should be familiar with the Code of Ethics of the Society of Professional Journalists and 
adhere to its restrictions. Students are expected to observe strict honesty in academic 
programs and as representatives of school-related media. Should any student be guilty of 
plagiarism, falsification, misrepresentation or other forms of dishonesty in any assigned 
work, that student may be subject to a failing grade from the instructor and such 
disciplinary action as may be necessary under University regulations. 
 
Accommodations 
Appalachian State University is committed to making reasonable accommodations for 
individuals with documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you have a 
disability and may need reasonable accommodations in order to have equal access to the 
University’s courses, programs and activities, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services (828.262.3056 or www.ods.appstate.edu).Once registration is complete, 
individuals will meet with ODS staff to discuss eligibility and appropriate accommodations. 
 
Rel igious Hol idays 
Students are excused for recognized religious holidays. Let your instructor know in 
advance if you have a conflict with schedule class activities. 
 
Intel lectual Plural ism 
The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and respects student rights. 
Students who have questions concerning the quality of instruction in this class may 
address concerns to either their Faculty Chair, Associate Dean or to the Director of the 
Office of Students Rights and Responsibilities. All students will have the opportunity to 
submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor(s) at the end of the course. 

Writ ing Center 
The University Writing Center (Room 008, Belk Library & Information Commons) is 
open Monday through Thursday from 9am-9pm and Friday from 9am-1pm. Consultants 
will work with you one-on-one and provide assistance with style, organization, content, 
voice, grammar, and documentation. In addition to your draft and/or any pre-writing 
notes, bring your assignment to your session. To make an appointment, call 262-3144. 
However, please note that just because the writing center has assisted you does not mean 
that your paper is without flaws. 

 
 


