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 COM 1300-102 Journalism Matters 
Fall 2019 Syllabus 

Class Meeting: TR 9:30 a.m.- 10:15 p.m. 208 Walker Hall 
Instructor: Dr. Gregory Perreault (perreaultgp@appstate.edu)  

Office: Walker Hall 245 Office hours: MWF 12-2 p.m. and by appt. only 
Teaching Assistant: Rachel Greenland (greenlandra@appstate.edu) 

 
Course Description and Objectives 
Journalism Matters (3 credits) Using the lens of news reporting, we will explore the principles of 
journalism, relationships among journalists, social institution and governmental agencies, as well as the 
opportunities, challenges and constraints facing journalists, in history up through present day. By the end 
of the course, you will have strengthened your news literacy skills. You will understand how journalists 
work and how journalism functions in American society, and you will know how to evaluate sources for 
credibility and information for accuracy. 
Journalism Matters will also introduce you to the skills underlying news work. You will learn the basics of 
researching, organizing and writing news stories. The course will emphasize all aspects of journalistic 
writing, with an emphasis on news values and AP Style. Your goal will be to write clearly, accurately and 
concisely under deadline pressure. 
In short, this class will teach you how journalism works, why it matters, and how to do it. You will largely 
learn the first two parts through lectures and class discussions. We will put this learning into practice 
during classwork to help prepare you for a variety of professional environments that regularly produce 
news or engage with newsmakers. As such this course is meant to be a solid foundation for all 
Communication majors who seek to strengthen their news literacy and news writing skills. After this class 
you should be able to: 

- Gather information efficiently through interviews and research 
- Evaluate the credibility of sources and the accuracy of information  
- Write clearly, concisely and accurately for a variety of media on tight deadlines 
- Ensure your writing follows Associated Press style 
- Describe news values and their importance in reaching an audience 

- Recognize and apply the professional standards and ethical principles of journalism 
- Compose effective leads for news stories 
- Organize news stories using the inverted pyramid story structure 

- Describe the basics of media law as it pertains to journalists 
 - Defend the importance of a free press and the role of journalism in a democracy 
 
Required Textbooks & Materials 

1) “Writing and Reporting News: A Coaching Method, 8th edition (rental) 
2) “Principles of American Journalism,” 2nd edition, 2016 
3) “The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual, 2017.”  
4) New York Times, Digital Subscription 
5) ASULearn class site will have additional readings, assignments and handouts 
6) Reporters notebooks (small, pocket-sized) 
7) Loaded AppCard for printing (you will print your stories for class) 

Important Note: The course syllabus, assignments and schedule are subject to change. It is the student’s 
responsibility to check ASULearn regularly for corrections or updates.  
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Technology Requirements 
To fully participate in this course you will need a connection to the Internet and a computer with at least 
the minimum ASU computer requirements. All email correspondence will be sent to your ASU email 
address. You should plan to check ASULearn and your App State email often. If you need technical 
assistance at any time during the course or to report a problem with AsULearn you can contact the ASU 
help desk at 828-262-6266 OR complete an online support ticket at http://support.appstate.edu/help. 

Grading 
I have listed general grading information below, and I will also clarify my expectations for each activity on 
our class website. You will find a record of your progress in the online grade book. It is your responsibility 
to check your grades regularly and to contact me with questions or concerns. 

● Quizzes 15% You may have a brief quiz on your readings, the news or AP Style at the beginning of 
class. Timed quizzes will often begin promptly at the start of class and cannot be made up. 

● Class Participation 10% The success of this class depends on your active participation. I expect 
students to contribute constructively to each class discussion. 

● Assignments and Exercises 30% I will provide grading standards and specific instructions and 
formatting guidelines for each assignment. Exercises will be less formal, but they will still require you 
to follow directions and meet deadlines. I do not accept late work.  

● Exams (Midterm, Final) 45% You will complete a midterm exam and a final exam in the classroom. I 
will post details on asulearn. 

● Extra Credit I may provide opportunities for extra credit throughout the semester, but in no case will I 
offer any student a chance to earn extra credit beyond the opportunities I make available to all 
students.  

● Extra Help If you struggle with any aspect of this course, please let me know. I am happy to work 
with you to ensure that you understand the skills, techniques and concepts covered in class.  

 
Academic Policies 

Attendance  
As an App State student, you are responsible for attending every class meeting and you are accountable 
for all assigned coursework. Attendance in this class is mandatory. I expect you to attend every class 
session, on time. Absences will affect your performance, as well as your participation grade, and will cost 
you a zero for missed assignments or quizzes. I will excuse students for university-sponsored activities or 
religious observances, provided that students inform me at least a week in advance. For family or 
medical emergencies, please contact me by email as soon as you can. Note: I do not accept makeup 
work except in extraordinary circumstances. In addition to zeroes for missed quizzes and assignments, 
your course grade will drop 5 percent for each absence after the fourth unexcused absence. Please do 
not discuss absences, tardiness or missed assignments with me during class time.   

Inclement Weather Policy 
If the university is closed for inclement weather, a video lecture may be given. You will be responsible for 
accessing the lecture online, viewing the lecture and taking notes. I will be more than happy to answer 
any questions about the missed material as long as they are asked in a timely manner.  

Special Assistance 
It is my hope that you succeed in this class. If you have any special needs that you feel I should be aware 
of to assist you in your learning process, please feel free to set up a conference with me during office 
hours or at some other time. Appalachian State is committed to making reasonable accommodations for 
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individuals with documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you have a disability and need reasonable 
accommodations in order to have equal access to University courses, programs and activities, please 
contact the Office of Disability Services (828.262.3056 or www.ods.appstate.edu). Once registration is 
complete, individuals will meet with ODS staff to discuss eligibility and appropriate accommodations.  
Workload and ASU Statement on Student Engagement 
It is part of Appalachian State University’s mission to provide a rigorous liberal arts education that 
emphasizes transferable skills and preparation for professional careers. As part of that rigor, App State 
expects students to remain intensely engaged with their courses by studying two to three hours for each 
hour in class. In this course, I expect you to set aside an average of seven to 10 hours each week to 
complete your homework. If you find this expectation inconsistent with the workload I assign, let me 
know. 

Academic Honesty and the Academic Integrity Code 
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense that not only comprises your personal integrity, but the integrity 
of Appalachian State and your fellow classmates. Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, lying, 
copying, cutting and pasting without attribution, failing to attribute sources, cheating during exams or 
other assignments, multiple submissions of the same material in different courses, assisting others in 
violating the code, signing someone else’s name on the attendance sheet, use of unauthorized study 
aids, and falsifying any university document. Any offense will be taken extremely seriously. 
Appalachian State University’s Academic Integrity Code is designed to create an atmosphere of trust, 
respect, fairness, honesty, and responsibility. Be sure to review the Academic Integrity Code in its 
entirety, at studentconduct.appstate.edu, and follow its spirit and specifications in all of your classwork. 
The Academic Integrity Code outlines “user-friendly” procedures and mechanisms for resolving alleged 
violations of academic integrity. The Academic Integrity Code is the result of cooperation among 
Appalachian’s faculty, students, and administrators, and promotes a campus dialogue about academic 
integrity. All members of the Appalachian State University community are responsible for promoting an 
ethical learning environment. Students attending Appalachian State University agree to abide by the 
following Code: 1) Students will not lie, cheat, or steal to gain academic advantage. 2) Students will 
oppose every instance of academic dishonesty. 

Commitment to ASU’s Mission  
As part of its mission, App State brings people together in inspiring ways. The transformational 
Appalachian experience develops individuals who are eager to acquire and create knowledge, to grow 
holistically, to act with passion and determination, to embrace diversity and difference, and to become 
contributing members of society. As a faculty member at ASU, I will seek to fulfill the university’s mission 
as best I can by promoting a spirit of inclusion and by helping you learn to think critically, communicate 
effectively, make local to global connections, and understand the responsibilities of community 
engagement. I will encourage each of you to join me in helping to fulfill the university’s mission to 
embrace our obligation to help create healthy, just, and sustainable societies and to live with knowledge, 
compassion, dedication, humility, and dignity. To read App State’s full mission statement, visit 
http://www.appstate.edu/about/mission-values/ 

Intellectual Pluralism 
The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and respects student rights. Students who have 
questions concerning the quality of instruction in this class may address concerns to the Departmental 
Chair. All students will have the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor(s) at the 
end of the course. 
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Course Topic Schedule (Updates, readings, assignments posted on asulearn.) 
 

In-Class Skills Topic 
In-Class 

Midweek Lecture Topic 

Week 1:  
Introduction to News Values 
Aug. 20 & 22 

Pyramid Lecture /Three 
Metaphors of Journalism 

Defining Journalism: “What is 
Journalism and why is it 
important?” 
READ Craft & Davis 1-2 + 
ASULearn readings 
DUE Week 1, Activity 2 

Week 2:  
Understanding News and News  
Writing Principles 
Aug. 29 

Defining Journalism & 
Deadline Writing 

Journalism and Democracy:  
“Process, power and public 
opinion” 
READ Craft & Davis 3-5; Rich 
1 &2 
DUE Reading Quiz 1 & 2 

Week 3:  
News Writing Principles Cont’d. 
Sept. 3 & 5 

Understanding The News/ AP 
Style & News Values 

Introduction to Associated 
Press Style 
READ Rich 3, 6, 12; Reading 
Quiz 3 

Week 4:  
Inverted Pyramid 
Sept. 10 & 12 

Summary Ledes/ Ledes & 
Paraphrase Quotes/ Deadline 
writing review  

Inverted Pyramids and 
Summary Leads 
READ Rich 7-9 
DUE Active/Passive (Sept 12); 
Reading Quiz #4 

Week 5:  
Lead Writing 
Sept 17 & 19 
COM 1300 EVENT: Appalachian/SPJ 
Newswriting Workshop  
(Sept. 17th 6-8) 

The Kite & Perreault 10 & 
Current Events Quiz 4 Basic Punctuation & Grammar 

Review 
READ Rich 4 
DUE Leads Assignment 
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Week 6:  
Ethics 
Sept. 24 &  26 
 

Ethics 1/ Ethics 2 
Current Events Quiz 5 

Ethical Codes and Journalistic 
Creeds 
“How Is Ethical Journalism 
Practiced?” 
READ Rich 4, 15; Craft & 
Davis 6 
DUE Ethics Assignment; 
Inverted Pyramid Assignment 
(Sept. 26) 

Week 7:  
More IP, ledes practice 
Oct. 1 & 3 
 

Phone Interviews & Structural 
Bias Diversity, Inclusion and 

Precision: Avoiding Bias in 
Your Reporting and Your 
Writing 
READ Craft & Davis 8, Rich 16 

Week 8:  
Review and Midterm 
Oct. 8 & 10 
COM 1300 Event: Oct. 7p.m. 
201 Plemmons Student Union 
“Algorithms of Oppression” 

Midterm 

 
DUE Inverted Pyramid #2 (Oct. 
10) 

Week 9:  
Quotes and Attribution 
Oct. 17 (Fall Break Oct. 15) 

Feedback on Inverted Pyramid 
#2 

How to Write Accurate and 
Compelling Quotes 
READ Rich 5 
DUE Reading Quiz #5 

Week 10:  
Interview questions and prep 
Oct. 22 & 24 

Fake News/Spotlight 
Interviewing Basics 
READ Rich 10, 17-19 
DUE Inverted Pyramid #3; 
Reading Quiz 6; AP Quiz 3 

Week 11:  
Fact-finding and primary data 
sources 
Oct. 29 & 31 

Spotlight/ Economic 
Pressures of News Assessing Facts and Sources 

REVIEW Rich 5; Craft & Davis 
4 
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Week 12:  
Exercises in Law and Ethics 
Nov. 5 & 7 
COM 1300 EVENT: GUEST 
SPEAKER TBA 6 -8 p.m. 
 

Media Law 101 & The New 
Newsroom 

 
The News and the Law 
READ Rich 14, 20; Craft & 
Davis 7 
DUE LIBEL EXERCISE; 
Reading Quiz 7 

Week 13:  
News writing, style review 
Nov. 12 & 14 

Dirty John Guest Lecturer TBA 
READ Rich 10, 13 
 

Week 14:  
News writing, style review 
Nov. 19 &  21 

Resumes and So Forth  
Internships and Industry 
Outlook 
READ Rich 22 
DUE Resume Assignment; 
Reading Quiz 8 

Week 15:  
Big Review 
Nov. 26 
 

Big Review 
 

Big Review 

Week 16:  
Finals Week 
Dec. 3 & 5 

Failing Forward Final Exam period, Tuesday, 
Dec. 10th at 8 a.m. 
 

 
 
 


